[Immunoepidemiological characteristics of the duration of a meningococcal carrier state].
The duration of meningococcal carriership in children and adults in the foci of infection and outside such foci and the immunological characteristics relating to group-specific meningococcal antigens A, C, X, Y and Z at different periods after the detection of the infective agent in the nasopharynx have been studied. Carrier state has been shown to last, on the average, 11 days. The duration of the release of meningococci from the nasopharynx has proved to be influenced by the epidemic situation in a given group. Differences in the time course of the immunological reorganization of the body in response to antigenic challenge in prolonged and short-term carrier state have been detected. These data suggest that rapid immune response to meningococcal antigens in the process of short-term carrier state is probably one of the factors preventing the prolonged colonization of the nasopharynx by the infective agent.